BRI TISH Dvorak

COLUMBIA Mavis Beacon 15.0

While earlier versions of the Mavis Beacon typing program included lessons for the
Dvorak keyboard layouts, current versions do not. However, it is possible to create
custom Dvorak typing lessons using the practice and game features of Mavis Beacon.
The student learning the Dvorak layout will then be able to work in the computer lab
along with peers using Mavis Beacon and have access to the timing and accuracy
measurement features in the practice and games formats. The content of these custom
lessons can be taken from text-based two-handed or single-handed Dvorak tutorials.

This tutorial will teach you how to create these custom lessons:
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Activity 1. Downloading input for the custom lessons

For two-handed Dvorak, use the tutorial at:

http://www.gigliwood.com/abcd/abcd.html

For single-handed Dvorak, left or right hand, use the tutorial at:

http://www.brandonfla.com/typingtutor/

Activity 2: Typing the lessons as .txt files

Step 1. Type the text in Notepad

Go to the Start Menu/Programs/Accessories and open Notepad. Type the text for the
lesson. Type the letters and spaces in the lesson, but do NOT press Enter. Just let the
text wrap itself into lines. Do not try to make your lines match the lines on the tutorial,
because the Mavis Beacon program will assign its own line lengths. If the text is all in
one long line, go to the Format Menu and select Word Wrap to make it easier to
proofread. In Word Pad, Word Wrap is under View/Options.

B Lesson 1.t - Motepad

File Edit BE=inEa Yiew Help

eeg EEEM hhh hhh hhh hhh hhh ttt ttt ttt ttt ttt ddd ddd ddd ddd ddd ¢
Font...

Step 2: Save the file.

Under the File Menu, choose Save. In Notepad, the only option is to save your file in .txt
format, which is the correct format to input to Mavis Beacon. In Word Pad or other
applications, save the file as Text Document.

File name: Legzan 1.tut b
Save as bype: Teut Diocurmerts [* k) v

Step 3: Share the .txt file (optional)

Once these files are created, they can be shared with other users simply by transferring
them to another computer using email, floppy disk, memory card, flash drive, etc. The
Dvorak single-handed lessons have been typed for you and can be downloaded from the
Learning Centre Main Library on the SET-BC website at www.setbc.org.
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Activity 3: Setting up Mavis Beacon

Step 1: Access the User Settings

Go to the classroom area in Mavis Beacon click on Settings at the bottom of the screen.

Mavis Beacon Teaches Typing

Welcome.
SET BC.
You're {yping at the
Beginner level
with an Adjusted
Words Per Minute
speed of 0.

Step 2: Turn off the guide hands

On the Typing Tab, you will want to turn the Guide Hands off since these hands show
fingering on the regular QWERTY keyboard.

SETTINGS Audio T User T Typing ‘

Lesson Font Size & Smuall End of Line Wrap @ on O off
O Large

Spacing After Period@1 O2

Timer @on Ooff Lesson Layout ;;:::: @ Standard

3 df O Overstrik
Guide Hands ©on %oﬂ asdf O Overstrike

Keyboard & Standard

BaciSprres . OMicrosoft® Natural®
Key ®on Ooff Keyboard Elite
Help Description

If wou do not want to see guide hands while typing, click here.

————— P ————

CANCEL USE DEFAULTS | [ ok |
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Step 3: Change the font size (optional)

On the Typing Tab, you may want to change the font size to large.

Audio User Typing

gSon Font Size O Small

%L:lrge

@on Ooff

ter Period@1 O2

asdf
ayout ;;E"— @ Standard
asdf O Overstrike

QHands ©on @ off
Keyboard @ Standard

. OMicrosoft® Natural®
Key ®on Ooff Keyboard Elite

Backspace

Help Description

Click here to have your lesson text displasred in a larger font.

CANCEL | USE DEFAULTS [ OK |

Step 4. Turn off the background music. (optional)

On the Audio Tab, you can turn off the background music.

Audio User Typing

Music Selection

Mavis Voiceover © on @ off

Music Background © on @ off

Sound Effects @ on O off

Help Description

Adjust wour audio settings here. Dove your mouse around to see what yon can change.

CANCEL | USE DEFAULTS
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Activity 4: Using the Mavis Beacon Practice Area

Step 1. Go to the Media Center.

Mavis Beacon Teaches Typing

Welcome.
SET BC.
You're fyping at the
Beginner fevel
wilh an Adfusied
Words Per Minute

Step 2: On the Media Center Page, go to the Practice Area.
Mavis Beacon Teaches Typing — [l %]

ENEEE uu
LRTUR I ]
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Step 3: Click the Import Button

Mavis Beacon Teaches Typing

Historical Docurments
Job Search
Hurbers

| Pey
{m} orEGoEs )
\

58 TR INE T ) N 7.4 L s s

2 §W NE
A NS ND
\ INI NX

Step 4. Open the text file containing your lesson

Use the Look in: box to find the text file you created in Activity 2 of this tutorial. Select
the document and click Open.

In‘Eurt Practice Content

Loak ir: |E} Dvorak Lessons j = £ Ef-

[j=:| Lesson 1.kxk

File name: |Lessu:un 1.kt
Files of type: |Te:-:t Files [ txt] j Cancel
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Your lesson will appear on the screen.

Mavis Beacon Teaches Typing
eeg gee eee eee eee hhh hhh hhh hhh hhh hhh ttt it ttt

ttt ttt ddd ddd ddd ddd ddd ttt hhh ttt ddd eee ddd ttt

ttt ttt ttt ttt

FlALAEELEAABE
e JW Nt R AT RV RURT RO RP T )Y
D@6 000OMmEE
O X FV RS FNERT T T Ty

Step 5: Type the lesson

After completing the lesson, Mavis Beacon will provide information about speed and
accuracy.

Fou'we findshed wour practice session with 55 WP, 55
LWPI, and 100%, accuracy. Click End Practice to go
back to the list, or Start Cheer to practice the sare text

&Zaln.

START OVER

END PRACTICE

Mallory Burton April 2005 Page 7/15



Activity 5: Creating Custom Lessons in Mavis Beacon

Step 1. Go to the Media Center and to the Custom Lesson Designer.

Mavis Beacon Teaches Typing

Custom Lesson Designer

Step 2: Click Create

Mavis Beacon Teaches Typing

Select a lesson:

b Ile an CUSTOM LESSOH - T
bwoiding Red-Exe . Classroom lesson. The te

Black & W'hit; Photography B the lesson comes from User
Business Plan Text. The length is 425 words,
Clorarinrdcations Plan the maxirim lesson time is

Creating & Business [dentity unlimited, the target speed is 45

Cugtomet Feedback WEN, and the masdrmurm exrors IMPORT i

Developing & Partfulio allowed s 242,

Fill Flash ______
Filra Selection Developing A Solid Marketing
Giteat Zoo Fhotas Plan

Light v Narketing rakes it possidle for

you to sell your product or
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Step 3: Name your lesson and import text

Type a name for your lesson in the oval at the top left and click the other text button.

CREATE NEW CUSTOM LESSON

Lesson Title and Text Source Text Source Description

Dvorak Lesson 1] I

@ Standard O Speed Test These lessons are randomly
O Dietation O Transeription selected frorm a list of over 20,000
e words - s0tne coltuAt, S0tne not
80 COMIAON.
Clommon Words r'y
Famous Quotes Y
300 Wlost Used Words
500 Ivlost Mistyped Words v

OTHER TEXT

Help Description

Select a title for the custom lesson.

™

Step 4. Import your text file

Use the Look in: box to find the text file you created and click Open. Then click the Next
button at the bottom of the Mavis Beacon window.

Find Text Eiles for Custom Lessons

Loak, ir: |l.ﬂI Divorak, Leszons ﬂ =% Ef-

ALesson 1.Exk

File name: |Less-:nn 1.kt
Files of type: | Text Files [*t) | Cancel
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Step 5. Choose an activity type

Five game types are available. You can choose the regular Lesson Area, the Road Race
or Shark Attack backgrounds for an emphasis on speed, the Chameleon Picnic for an
emphasis on Accuracy, or Ragtime for Emphasis on typing rhythm. After selecting your
lesson, click the Next button at the bottom of the screen.

CREATE NEW CUSTOM LESSON

Lesson Environment
Choose the location for your custom lesson
Lesson Area Speed

Bogem o

Speed Speed Accuracy

o R

Help Description

Chooge Chameleon Picnic for your custorm lesson.

= B

Step 6: Set time and accuracy limits (optional)

CREATE NEW CUSTOM LESSON

Lesson Limits

Time Limit (sec) l_:|
or

Number of Errors W:l

or

Number of Words 5 —]

Help Description

Set Time Lirait to the nurvber of seconds gou would like the lesson to last. If Time Limit
is set to [, the lesson will be untimed.

BACK ﬁ CANCEL |

Click Next.
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Step 7. Override previously set goals (optional)

You can choose to override goals already set in User Options for this lesson only.

CREATE NEW CUSTOM LESSON

Lesson Goals

Choose the goals you wish to OVERRIDE. The values
will replace the user's goals for this lesson only.

Words Per Minute B ——
Accuracy (%) [90 :I

Help Description

Choose sour goals for this lesson here.

[ seo I s

Click Finish.
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Activity 6: Using a custom lesson

Step 1. Go to the Media Center and Custom Lesson Designer.

Mavis Beacon Teaches Typing

Customn Lesson Designer

Step 2: Start your lesson

Once the lesson is created, it will appear in the list on the left, complete with a lesson
description. Click on Begin to start the lesson.

Mavis Beacon Teaches Typing

Select a lesson:

Drvorak Lesson 1

& Mlarketing Plan

Aniding Red-Exe

Black & White Photographor
Business Plan
Corarnmications Plan
Creating & Business Identity

Fill-
Film Selection
Great Zoo Photos

Mallory Burton

CUSTOM LESSOHN -- This is a
Chareleon Picnic garae lesson.
The text for the lesson comes
frora User Text. The length is 25
words, the madrum lesson time
iz unlireited, the target speed is
35 WP, and the maxdrum
errors allowed is 12.

eee eee eee eee eee hhh hhh hhh
hhb bbb hhb ttt tit t ttt ttt ddd
ddd ddd ddd ddd ttt hhh ttt ddd
eee ddd 1t tit tit tit tt

April 2005

MODIFY
IMPORT

EXPORT
DELETE
UNDELETE
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Step 3: Type your lesson

Mavis Beacon Teaches Typing

When you have finished, Mavis Beacon will provide information about speed and
accuracy.

Cood! You did well on that lesson. ¥our accuracy was 100%
and sour Typing Speed was 30 WP, You made 0 errors in
this leszon, so your Ldjusted Speed was 30 WP

@ END GAME

Mallory Burton April 2005 Page 13/15



Activity 7: Sharing Lessons

Step 1: Export the lesson

In the Custom Designer, select your lesson on the left and choose Export.

Mavis Beacon Teaches Typing

Select a lesson:

Chrorak Lesson 1

A Mlarketing Plan

Lroiding Ped-Exe

Black £ White Photography
Business Plan
Corarunications Plan
Creating & Business [dentity
Custornet Feedback
Developing & Portfolio
Drvorak Lesson 1

Fill-Flash

Film Selection

Chreat Zoo Photos

Step 2: Save the file

Mavis Beacon will create a special file with a .mcq extension. Use the Save in: box to
navigate to the location where you want to place the file and click Save.

Export Custom Lessons

CUSTOM LESSON —- Thiziza
Charnelecn Picnic garne lesson.
The text for the lesson cornes
frora User Text. The lengthis 25
words, the madmm lesson tine
iz unlirited, the target speed is
35 WPM, and the roadram
enrors allowed is 12,

eee gee gee eee eee hhh hith hhh
hhih hhh bbbttt ttt ttt dedd
ddd ddd ddd ddd tit hhh ttt ddd
eee ddd tit ttt ttt tit tit

Save in: I (3 Dvaorak Lessons

=« & ef B

File name: Lezzon].mcg

Save as twpe: | [EE I SRR R |

Save [: I
Cancel |
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Step 3. Transfer the lesson to another computer

You can now transfer the file to another computer by email, floppy disk, memory card,
flash drive, etc. On the new computer, the files should be stored in the Mavis Beacon
Custom Folder.

The path is c: drive/Program Files/Mindscape/Mavis Beacon/MavUser/Custom

Files stored in the Custom Folder will appear in the Custom Designer list.

Mallory Burton April 2005 Page 15/15



	Activity 1:  Downloading input for the custom lessons
	Activity 2:  Typing the lessons as .txt files
	Step 1:  Type the text in Notepad
	Step 2:  Save the file.
	Step 3:  Share the .txt file (optional)


	Activity 3:  Setting up Mavis Beacon
	Step 1:  Access the User Settings
	Step 2:  Turn off the guide hands
	Step 3:  Change the font size (optional)
	Step 4:  Turn off the background music. (optional)


	Activity 4:  Using the Mavis Beacon Practice Area
	Step 1:  Go to the Media Center.
	Step 2:  On the Media Center Page, go to the Practice Area.
	Step 3:  Click the Import Button
	Step 4:  Open the text file containing your lesson
	Step 5:  Type the lesson


	Activity 5:  Creating Custom Lessons in Mavis Beacon
	Step 1:  Go to the Media Center and to the Custom Lesson Des
	Step 2:  Click Create
	Step 4:  Import your text file
	Step 6:  Set time and accuracy limits (optional)
	Step 7:  Override previously set goals (optional)


	Activity 6:  Using a custom lesson
	Step 1:  Go to the Media Center and Custom Lesson Designer.
	Step 2:  Start your lesson
	Step 3:  Type your lesson


	Activity 7:  Sharing Lessons
	Step 2:  Save the file
	Step 3:  Transfer the lesson to another computer



